
1 Thessalonians 1-3, Contextualized 

 

“Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy: 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Grace to you and peace. 

We always thank God for all of you, making mention of you constantly in our prayers. We recall, in the 

presence of our God and Father, your work produced by faith, your labor motivated by love, and your 

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that 

he has chosen you, because our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, in the Holy 

Spirit, and with full assurance. You know how we lived among you for your benefit, and you yourselves 

became imitators of us and of the Lord when, in spite of severe persecution, you welcomed the 

message with joy from the Holy Spirit.1 As a result, you became an example to all the believers in 

Macedonia and Achaia. For the word of the Lord rang out from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 

in every place that your faith in God has gone out. Therefore, we don’t need to say anything, for they 

themselves report what kind of reception we had from you: how you turned to God from idols to serve the 

living and true God and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 

rescues us from the coming wrath. 

 

(1 “After [Paul and Silas] passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there 
was a Jewish synagogue. As usual, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days reasoned with 
them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise 
from the dead: “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah.” Some of them were persuaded and 
joined Paul and Silas, including a large number of God-fearing Greeks, as well as a number of the leading 
women. 

But the Jews became jealous, and they brought together some wicked men from the marketplace, formed a 
mob, and started a riot in the city. Attacking Jason’s house, they searched for them to bring them out to the 
public assembly. When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city 
officials, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here too, and Jason has 
welcomed them. They are all acting contrary to Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king—
Jesus.” The crowd and city officials who heard these things were upset. After taking a security bond from 
Jason and the others, they released them. 

As soon as it was night, the brothers and sisters sent Paul and Silas away to Berea” (Acts 17:1-10a).) 

 



For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our visit with you was not without result. On the 

contrary, after we had previously suffered and were treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know,2 we 

were emboldened by our God to speak the gospel of God to you in spite of great opposition. For our 

exhortation didn’t come from error or impurity or an intent to deceive. Instead, just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please people, but rather God, who 

examines our hearts. For we never used flattering speech, as you know, or had greedy motives—God is our 

witness— and we didn’t seek glory from people, either from you or from others. Although we could have 

been a burden as Christ’s apostles, instead we were gentle among you, as a nurse nurtures her own 

children. We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God but 

also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. For you remember our labor and hardship, 

brothers and sisters. Working night and day so that we would not burden any of you, we preached God’s 

gospel to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly we 

conducted ourselves with you believers. As you know, like a father with his own children, we encouraged, 

comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and 

glory. 

 

(2 “From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, the next day to Neapolis, and from 
there to Philippi, a Roman colony and a leading city of the district of Macedonia. We stayed in that city for 
several days. On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate by the river, where we expected to find a 
place of prayer. We sat down and spoke to the women gathered there. A God-fearing woman named Lydia, a 
dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to respond to what 
Paul was saying. After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a believer in 
the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

Once, as we were on our way to prayer, a slave girl met us who had a spirit by which she predicted the 
future. She made a large profit for her owners by fortune-telling. As she followed Paul and us she cried out, 
“These men, who are proclaiming to you a way of salvation, are the servants of the Most High God.” She did 
this for many days. 

Paul was greatly annoyed. Turning to the spirit, he said, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her!” And it came out right away. 

When her owners realized that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them 
into the marketplace to the authorities. Bringing them before the chief magistrates, they said, “These men 
are seriously disturbing our city. They are Jews and are promoting customs that are not legal for us as 
Romans to adopt or practice.” The crowd joined in the attack against them, and the chief magistrates 
stripped off their clothes and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had severely flogged them, 
they threw them in jail, ordering the jailer to guard them carefully. Receiving such an order, he put them into 
the inner prison and secured their feet in the stocks. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail were shaken, and 
immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains came loose. When the jailer woke up and saw 



the doors of the prison standing open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself, since he thought the 
prisoners had escaped. 

But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because we’re all here!” 

The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. He escorted them out 
and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” And they spoke the 
word of the Lord to him along with everyone in his house. He took them the same hour of the night and 
washed their wounds. Right away he and all his family were baptized. He brought them into his house, set a 
meal before them, and rejoiced because he had come to believe in God with his entire household. 

When daylight came, the chief magistrates sent the police to say, “Release those men.” 

The jailer reported these words to Paul: “The magistrates have sent orders for you to be released. So come 
out now and go in peace.” 

But Paul said to them, “They beat us in public without a trial, although we are Roman citizens, and threw us 
in jail. And now are they going to send us away secretly? Certainly not! On the contrary, let them come 
themselves and escort us out.” 

The police reported these words to the magistrates. They were afraid when they heard that Paul and Silas 

were Roman citizens. So they came to appease them, and escorting them from prison, they urged them to 

leave town. After leaving the jail, they came to Lydia’s house, where they saw and encouraged the brothers 

and sisters, and departed” (Acts 16:11-40).) 

 

This is why we constantly thank God, because when you received the word of God that you heard from us, 

you welcomed it not as a human message, but as it truly is, the word of God, which also works effectively in 

you who believe. For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Christ Jesus that are 

in Judea, since you have also suffered the same things from people of your own country, just as they did 

from the Jews who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted us (see Acts 5:17-42). They 

displease God and are hostile to everyone, by keeping us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be 

saved. As a result, they are constantly filling up their sins to the limit, and wrath has overtaken them at last. 

But as for us, brothers and sisters, after we were forced to leave you for a short time (in person, not in 

heart), we greatly desired and made every effort to return and see you face to face. So we wanted to come 

to you—even I, Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered us. For who is our hope or joy or crown of 

boasting in the presence of our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? Indeed you are our glory and joy! 

  



Therefore, when we could no longer stand it, we thought it was better to be left alone in Athens.3 And we 

sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you 

concerning your faith, so that no one will be shaken by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we 

are appointed to this. In fact, when we were with you, we told you in advance that we were going to 

experience affliction, and as you know, it happened. For this reason, when I could no longer stand it, I also 

sent him to find out about your faith, fearing that the tempter had tempted you and that our labor might 

be for nothing. 

 

(3 “But when the Jews from Thessalonica found out that the word of God had been proclaimed by Paul at 
Berea, they came there too, agitating and upsetting the crowds. Then the brothers and sisters immediately 
sent Paul away to go to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed on there. Those who escorted Paul brought 
him as far as Athens, and after receiving instructions for Silas and Timothy to come to him as quickly as 
possible, they departed. 

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed when he saw that the city was full of 
idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who worshiped God, as well as in the 

marketplace every day with those who happened to be there” (Acts 17:10-17).) 

 

But now Timothy has come to us from you and brought us good news about your faith and love.4 He 

reported that you always have good memories of us and that you long to see us, as we also long to see 

you. Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and affliction, we were encouraged about you 

through your faith. For now we live, if you stand firm in the Lord. How can we thank God for you in return 

for all the joy we experience before our God because of you, as we pray very earnestly night and day to see 

you face to face and to complete what is lacking in your faith? 

 

(4 “After this, he left Athens and went to Corinth, where he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, 
who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave 
Rome. Paul came to them, and since they were of the same occupation, tentmakers by trade, he stayed with 
them and worked. He reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath and tried to persuade both Jews and Greeks. 

When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself to preaching the word and testified 

to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah” (Acts 18:1-5).) 

 

Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you. And may the Lord cause 

you to increase and overflow with love for one another and for everyone, just as we do for you. May he 

make your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 

his saints. Amen” (1 Thessalonians 1-3 CSB). 


