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Genesis Bible Study (Worldview) 
 
The Tower of Babylon (Genesis 11) 

I. Intro 

A. Memory Verse:  

“This is how we know that we know him: if we k           his c                 .” 

-1 John 2:3 

B. Last week we learned that  

1. S         , H       , and J             , the sons of Noah, began repopulating the earth after the 

flood. 

2. Noah planted a vineyard, became d            , and uncovered himself inside his tent. 

3. H         looked at his father’s nakedness and told his brothers about their father. 

4. Noah cursed C                 , promising that he would become a slave to his brothers.  

C. In this lesson we will see what happens to people who prioritize fame over obedience to God and 

why there are so many languages in the world. 

II. Discuss (please read the verses for this lesson here: https://tinyurl.com/trgw2kw) 

A. Covenant 

1. “God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and f           the 

earth.”” Genesis 9:1 

a) After Noah and his family came out of the ark, God’s instructions heavily imply that 

they were to spread out. Some of them didn’t, however… 

B. Tower 

1. “The whole earth had the s           language and vocabulary. As people migrated from the 

east, they found a valley in the land of Shinar and s                 there… And they said, 

“Come, let us build ourselves a c           and a t             with its top in the sky. Let us make 

a n           for ourselves; otherwise, we will be s                     throughout the earth.”” 

Genesis 11:1-4 

a) Instead of spreading out, they decided to get together and build a city. By doing 

this, they disobeyed God’s command to “fill the earth” (Genesis 9:1) 

https://tinyurl.com/trgw2kw
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(1) Is there anything God (or another authority figure in your life) has asked 

you to do that you are not doing out of disobedience? 

b) Worse, the reason they wanted to build a city and tower was to “make a name” for 

themselves. This shows that not only were disobedient and proud. 

(1) Can you see this kind of pride in your own life? What wrong thing have 

you done so others will think you are “cool?” 

C. Languages 

1. “When the Lord looked over the city and tower, he said, “If they have begun to do this as 

one people all having the s           language, then n                they plan to do will be i                  

for them. Come, let’s go down there and c                 their language so that they will not 

understand one another’s speech.”” Genesis 11:6-7 

a) When God created Adam, he gave him the ability to speak so he could 

communicate with God and others in ways that were honorable, true, good, and 

pure (Philippians 4:8). The plans these people made to build a city and tower were 

not in keeping with God’s purpose for language. 

(1) How do you use your words? Do you use them well or do you say things 

that you shouldn’t? 

2. “So from there the Lord s                    them throughout the earth, and they  

s                building the city. Therefore it is called B                , for there the Lord  

c                   the language of the whole earth, and from there the Lord scattered them 

throughout the earth.” Genesis 11:8-9 

a) God judged these proud people, first, confusing their language. This is why there 

are so many languages in the world today and why it is so hard to communicate- 

even among people who speak the same language. When God confused their 

language, he made it harder for people to build another city like Babylon. (The 

ancient Hebrew word for “Babylon”- which can also be translated, “Babel”- means 

“confusion”.)  

(1) Do you sometimes find it hard to say what you really mean? It’s frustrating 

when people don’t understand what we are trying to communicate, isn’t it? 

We can see that this happens because way back near the beginning of 

the world the Lord made communication more confusing because of our 

sin. 
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b) God also judged these disobedient people by scattering them. Isn’t it interesting 

that these people, who wanted to become famous, got what they wanted- in a bad 

sense? Everyone who knows about the Tower of Babylon knows of it as an epic 

failure. 

(1) Since God’s plan was for people to fill the earth, not cluster in one area, 

he scattered them. Have you ever had to be separated from something or 

someone so you could do what is right? 

(2) Does God still want people to spread out today? In a sense, he does! 

When Jesus was about to return to heaven, he gave his disciples the 

“Great Commission,” saying, “All authority has been given to me in 

heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18b-

20). Disciples are still commanded to “go” and “make disciples” around the 

world today! Do you think God may want you to travel and tell others 

about him? 

D. Conclusion/ Application 

1. God wants people to obey him- even when he asks us to do things that don’t make much 

sense to us. Obedience is often linked to trust. Do you trust the Lord (and other authority 

figures in your life) enough to obey them even when it doesn’t make sense? God has 

proven himself reliable time and time again. Just read the Bible and see!  

a) Jesus is the perfect example of this. The Father asked Jesus to become a man 

and allow himself to be nailed to a cross. While in the Garden of Gethsemane on 

the night before Jesus was arrested and sentenced to death, he prayed to the 

Father and asked if it was possible for him to avoid death. When he knew that his 

death was necessary, he told his Father, “not my will but yours be done.” His 

obedience made it possible for the whole world to be saved! 

2. God asks people to live humbly before him. James 4:10 says, “Humble yourselves before 

the Lord, and he will exalt you.” The Proverbs confirm that God honors the humble but 

allows proud people to fall into traps (Proverbs 15:33, 18:12, 22:4). Instead of trying to 

honor (make a name for) ourselves, we can seek to live humbly and let God honor us. 

a) Jesus is also an ideal picture of humility. Even though Jesus is the Creator of the 

universe, while he lived on earth as a man, he took the place of a servant and 

even washed his disciple’s feet. That takes true humility! 
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3. God wants us to use our words well. Words allow us to talk to God, hear from God, and 

communicate with the people around us. They are also the primary means by which the 

gospel is shared! Romans 10:17 says, “So faith comes from what is heard, and what is 

heard comes through the message about Christ.” If you know the gospel message (that all 

have sinned and deserve God’s judgement, that Jesus died to take the punishment we 

deserved, and that faith in him saves us) then you can help others see their need for 

Jesus! 

a) Back in Genesis, language was confused, but there is a story in Acts that tells us 

how God can overcome language barriers so his important work can be done. You 

can read about what happened on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-13. 

III. Prayer 

A. God, I love you because you communicate with people. 

B. God, I’m sorry for my pride and for being disobedient. 

C. God, please help me use my words to build others up rather than tear them down.  

D. God, thank you for the health I am currently enjoying. 
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Answer Key 

I. Intro 
A. Memory Verse:  

“This is how we know that we know him: if we keep his commands.” 
-1 John 2:3 

B. Last week we learned that  
1. Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, began repopulating the earth after the flood. 
2. Noah planted a vineyard, became drunk, and uncovered himself inside his tent. 
3. Ham looked at his father’s nakedness and told his brothers about their father. 
4. Noah cursed Canaan, promising that he would become a slave to his brothers.  

II. Discuss 
A. Covenant 

1. “God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”” Genesis 9:1 
B. Tower 

1. “The whole earth had the same language and vocabulary. As people migrated from the east, they found a 
valley in the land of Shinar and settled there… And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a 
tower with its top in the sky. Let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered throughout 
the earth.”” Genesis 11:1-4 

C. Languages 
1. “When the Lord looked over the city and tower, he said, “If they have begun to do this as one people all 

having the same language, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let’s go down 
there and confuse their language so that they will not understand one another’s speech.”” Genesis 11:6-7 

2. “So from there the Lord scattered them throughout the earth, and they stopped building the city. Therefore it 
is called Babylon, for there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth, and from there the Lord 
scattered them throughout the earth.” Genesis 11:8-9 


